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MEETING REPORT 


_.. Коу Whiteside 


Report of illustrated talk on "Otway 
Plant Communities" by Geoff Beilby 
at the General meeting on 5 Nov 
1996. 


The speaker has had wide 
experience in forestry, national 
parks, flora/fauna and landcare. He 
has spent the last 20 years working 
in the Otways. 


A basic forest vegetation structure 
comprises a canopy and shrubby 
understorey of single or multiple 
layers down to surface layers and 
soils. Vegetation occurring in a 
particular area depends on a 
number of factors such as shade, 
temperature, rainfall, tolerance to 
frost, altitude, latitude, drainage, 
soil composition, soil pH and soil 
biology (eg. micro-rhyzal fungi). 
Where logging has occurred 
additional factors affecting plant 
survival include the degree of 
compaction of soil and the creation 
of swamps where channelling has 
been added for drainage purposes. 
The aspect (ie. whether facing north 
or south) of sloping ground affects 
vegetation. 


Otway vegetation ranges from 
coastal heathlands (eg. at Anglesea 
with shallow soils and exposure to 
salt and wind) to tall wet sclerophyl 
forests (eg. at Weeaproinah with 
Mountain Ash and Blackwood). 
Between these two extremes аге 
foothill and coastal forests with 
forest communities dominated by a 
major tree species (eg.Red Gum, 
Red Ironbark, Swamp Gum, Stringy 
Bark or Blue Gum). Serious fires 
have a major impact on the 
condition of a forest particularly 
with regard to its maturity. Grass 
trees produce flower spikes after a 
burn and the canopy is temporarily 
lost whilst Acacia species 
proliferate. 


Retention of habitat is important for 
the survival of certain plants (eg. 
Metallic Sun Orchid only grows in à 
closed Leptospermum stand where 
sites are wet.) 


The spectacular Victorian Mint Bush 
occurs at the junction of the wet 
sclerophyl and mixed species 
forests. 


Myrtle Beech occurs in sheltered 
guly systems and in cool 
temperate rain forest and 
although the number of major 
species is limited there are 
numerous epyphytic plants (eg. 
kangaroo fern and  mosses) 
together with slender tree ferns, 
all of wnich are very sensitive to 
Site requirements. 


Graeme Tribe gave a vote of 
thanks to the speaker. О 


А noteworthy event... 


Bob Preston found a bird which 
has not been recorded in the 
region since 1910. 


For further details, read Margaret 
Cameron's excursion report on 
page 8 and Barry Lingham's 
notes on page 14. 


Well done, Bob. 


Roy Whiteside has been away for 
some time and in his absence we 
have been unable to bring you the 
reports of the guest speakers’ 
talks from the General Meetings. 


We apologise for this omission 
but with Roy's return we will soon 
be up to date. 

О 


COMING UP... 


Bio-diversity Group 
Next Meeting: Molluscs 
April 23 at 8.00 рт. 


Next Excursion: Fossil Hunt at 
Wensleydale Coal-mine. 
Interested people should meet at 
The Green Grub, Waurnvale 
Shopping Centre at 9.00 am on 
Sunday 6th April 


Bird Group 

Next Meeting: April 22. 
“Bird Photography” 
Fredy Mercay 


Plant Group 
Next Meeting: 
Joe Hubbard will give an 
introductory talk to the excursion 
described in column 3. О 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Joe Hubbard 


Carlisle State Park - Sunday 20th 
April. 


We will leave Karingal at 9.00 a.m. 
and travel via Colac to Loves Creek 
picnic ground/reserve for a morning 
tea break. We should arrive there at 
10.30 a.m. 


Loves Creek is at Kawarren, 
approximately 19 k.m. from Colac, 
on the Colac-Gellibrand Road. 


Independent travellers should meet 
the main party here. 


From Loves Creek we travel on to 
Gellibrand, turning right into the 
Gellibrand-Carlisle Road, stopping 
at Rifle Range Road, about 2 k.m. 
from Gellibrand. i 


. Track conditions on the day will 


dictate the route from here. 


We travel via Carlisle Riverto Colac 
to return to Geelong. 


This excursion should appeal to all 
members whatever their interests 
and fitness. 


A bus will run. Please make 
bookings tonight at the meeting or 
ring Dennis Greenwell 5243 7047. 


О 


“he finally parted the 
tussock stems and two 
tiny black birds dashed 
out” 


See page 11 to find out wnat 
rewarded Gordon McCarthy's 
patience. 
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APRIL 


...With Joe Hubbard 


Passing Pardalotes; Hunting the 
Pterostylis; Hanging around; Tea 
for Two; Key in a Fungus; And 
Also: 


Passing Pardalotes: 


Our Spotted Рагдајоје disappear 
for the hotter months. This makes 
sense. Opportunities for them to 
excavate a nesting burrow in a bank 
must be very limited in town. Also 
food could be a problem as they 
favour eucalypts for food searches. 
*(Any other ideas?) 


| look forward to their return which 
seems to be in March. Their contact 
calls of "Tea for Two" announce that 
they are back in town. 


These are tiny birds about 9 c.m. in 
length, with many white spots, 
(described as like jewels) on their 
heads and wings which distinguish 
them from other species. 


Simpson and Day tell me that 
Spotted Pardalotes may have 
substantial seasonal movements, 50 
my pardalotes could be those just 
passing through. 


That spoils a good story, doesn't it? 


*They do not trust banks with their 
nest eggs! 


Hunting the Pterostylis: 


At this time of the year there is 
certainly a paucity of orchids, but 
those that flower now are well worth 
seeking out. No doubt flowering will 
be influenced by weather conditions 
so we are still waiting for those late 
summer rains. 


The quite striking large autumn 
greenhood Pterostylis revoluta is 
one of these. Its flower is sickle- 
shaped with white and green stripes, 
with brownish tonings. It has a 
largish flower of 4 1/2 c.m. carried 
on a 25 c.m. stem. It has a spotty 
distribution and can be found at 
Anglesea Gum Flat, Bannockburn, 


Brisbane Ranges and Inverleigh. 
Someone told me Wildflower 
Track is a place to look. At any 
rate it is well worth a walk at any 
time of the year. 


Other autumn flowering orchids 
are the Tiny Greenhood, with its 
tiny flowers facing ‘inwards, 
Parsons Bands, white or pink and 
Bearded Midge Orchids which 
hide amongst the grasses. Try off 
Forest Road, Anglesea for these. 


Access: Wildflower Track is off 
Butcher's Road near Steiglitz. 


Hanging Around: 


Whilst on a reconnaissance for 
our April excursion to Carlisle 
State Forest, Val and | found a 
glider possum hanging from a 
barb-wire fence. This largish 
glider had rolled itself into a 
compact, furry ball. It was in 
some distress with fur entwined in 
a barb - it must have taken 
several turns around the wire to 
get into such a predicament - and 
must have been hanging in this 
position for many hours. We had 
to cut away some of its fur to free 
it This was easier said than 
done. 


Throughout the operation this 
lovely creature was very quiet 
and when freed clung to my 
jumper as | carried it to an 
adjacent tree. | lent against the 
tree to enable it to craw on to it. 


Much to our surprise and delight, 
once on the tree it bolted up into 
the top branches and then moved 
rapidly from tree to tree in a 
series of short jumps and glides, 
no doubt heading home to the 
safety of its tree hollow home. 


Tea for Two: 


A good place to find fantails is at 
the Geelong Botanic Gardens, 
which look lovely at this time of 
the year - any time really. 


While having a cup of tea at the 
Tea-house look up for the greys 
which could be in some numbers 
and down into the undergrowth for 
the solitary (usually) Rufous 
Fantail. 


Also keep an eye out for itinerant 
robins here and in the surrounding 
parklands. 


Key in a Fungus: 


It is fungi time again and they are 
here to delight and intrigue with their 
diversity of form, colour and habitat. 
This year instead of just looking and 
wondering, why not start a fungi 
diary. 


You could develop your own key to 
help later study and identification. 
The key could record shape of the 
cup, its surface, colour, gill colour, 
stem and where it was found 
(location and habitat). If you are 
keen you could enhance your 
records with drawings or 
photographs. 


Why not follow up your fungi hunting 
with a visit to a monthly Bio-diversity 
Group meeting where you could be 
assisted with identification. 


This is not only fun but your records 
and knowedge could assist a 
serious researcher of fungi. 


Go for it. 


For the Editor: The word of the 
month is “infundibuliform” which is a 
particular shape of a fungus cap. 


And Also: 


Flame Robins - moving down from 
the high country. They are already 
in the You Yangs. 

Whistling Kites - around estuaries 
and the You Yangs. 

Little Ravens - flocking, “ark ark” 
call. 

Swifts 

Y ellow-faced Honeyeaters - 
sightings of flock movements from 
now on. 

Little Egrets - Avalon Beach and 
Limeburner's Bay. 

Cattle Egrets - returning to wetlands. 
Meadow Argus Butterflies - on 
grasses. 

Imperial White Butterflies - flying 
around mistletoe. 

Gang-gang Cockatoos 

Swift Parrots - lorikeet like "clink 
clink" call. 

Eastern Spinebills and Golden 
Whistlers - return to our gardens. 


O 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


March 25th 1997 


Our speaker for this meeting was 
Pauline Reilly, a local bird observer 
from Airey's Inlet. 


Pauline lives in a house that 
overlooks the Painkalac Creek 
Estuary. Those of you who travel 
through Airey's have probably noted 
the wetland that extends from the 
mouth of the creek upstream for 
some distance, forming an area of 
about 24 hectares. This wetland has 
been under threat from various 
development proposals and poor 
management practices. Pauline 
took it upon herself to monitor the 
bird species that used the wetland 
so that she could have data to prove 
the significance of this site. 


Pauline has completed some six 
years of intermittent daily 
observations of the wetland. At first, 
the sightings were recorded using a 
pair of binoculars, but it was found 
that the use of a telescope greatly 
enhanced the accuracy and ease of 
identification. The sightings were all 
made from Pauline’s house. She 
would take the opportunity to view 
the area through her window as 
often as she could during the day. 


The condition of the wetland varied 
due to a number of reasons. The 
water level rose and fell under tidal 
influence when the sandbar at the 
mouth was open, but for many parts 
of the observation time the bar was 
fully blocked. 


Under this situation, the water level 
would become lower during the drier 
months and expose the mud flats. 
During the wetter periods, the water 
level would build up to the stage 
where the whole zone would be 


flooded. If the water level became. 


high enough, it would breach the 
sand bar and the level would quickly 
drop to the tidal levels. Sometimes 
human intervention caused the sand 
bar to be deliberately breached. 


It was Pauline's aim to try and 

establish : 

a) the usage of the area by 
birds 

b) the effect of water levels on 
the bird populations 

C) — the effect of seasonal 
variations 

d) the effect of conditions 
inland on the useage 
pattern. 


The records kept by Pauline were 
divided into 72 separate % 
monthly records over six years. 
This information certainly 
provided a lot of base data, but as 
Pauline noted, to truly understand 
the factors influencing the bird 
populations at this wetland would 
take a great many years. 


This is because many of the 
changes may only happen very 
infrequently. For example, the 
bushfires that ravaged this area 
during 1983 happened before 
Pauline's survey. Droughts and 
floods also occur infrequently and 
the weather conditions in the 
centre of Australia can vary over 
cycles of twenty or more years. 


Although the results are over a 
relatively short span, Pauline was 
able to note many interesting 
trends in the population variations 
of the more numerous species 
and the arrival times of those 
birds that only occasionally 
visited the wetland. 


Some of the general findings of 

the survey included; 

1) some 49 species of birds 
were recorded in the area 
16 species were not 
included in the main 
Survey as they were 
difficult to note. — This 
included birds such as 
snipe, cisticolas, 
swamphens etc) 

2) about 22 species were 
present in all seasons . 

3) more birds were present 
during periods of low water 

4) of the total number of 
observations recorded 
during the six years, 
1990 represented 20.696 
of the total whilst 
1996 represented 
only 12.796 

5) autumn was the season 
with the highest 
population, followed by 
summer, winter and 
spring 


Perhaps the most disturbing trend 
was the general decline in total bird 
numbers that occurred from 1990 to 
1996. This may be due to the 
increasing human disturbance in the 
area as the population of Airey's 
inlet grows and the number of 
tourists increases.  . 


Some interesting specific 
observations were made. One 
noteworthy species was the Cape 
Barren Goose that stayed in the 
wetland for three months. On 
another occasion the sudden breach 
of the sand bar left many fish 
stranded on the grass by the 
dropping water level. This feast was 
the enticement тог 68 White-faced 
Herons and 38 Pacific Herons to 
suddenly appear. How they knew of 
this food supply is a mystery, as 
there were uSually only a few White- 
faced Herons at the site and Pacific 
Herons were rare visitors. 


Currently, the area is under further 
threat due to a proposed 
subdivision. The GFNC has 
protested against this proposal and 
Pauline has accepted our request 
that she act on our behalf at the 
Appeals hearing into the matter. 


Pauline's study shows us all the 
importance of having detailed 
records from an extended time to 
allow a better understanding of the 
importance of a particular habitat. 
We thank her for her talk Those 
wishing to view her full report on this 
survey may read it in the "Corella" 
publication in a few months time. 


Disappearing Wetlands 


The spell of dry weather has meant 
that many wetlands are now partly 
dry. At Jerringot, the mud has 
encouraged the Spotless Crakes to 
feed, in a perfect viewing position 
from the bird hide. Get down and 
have a look at this interesting sight. 


Reedy Lake is dry due to being 
drained. Hopefully this will reduce 
the carp problem and allow a 
greater diversity of creatures once it 
refills. Some very large dead carp 
can be seen where the last of the 
waterholes have dried up. 
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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 


1996/1997 


Claire McCormick 


lt is with great interest that | look 
back over the last year and observe 
the activities, surveys, submissions 
and issues with which we have been 
involved. 


Belmont Common апа our 
Jerringot lease. 

In particular, the issue which 
concerns us at the moment, is the 
return of our lease to manage 
Jerringot Wetland Wildlife Reserve. 
This was not renewed by the City of 
Greater Geelong council at the end 
of December, 1995, ostensibly 
because they had to check out the 
legal position and wording with the 
councils assets and leasing 
department. 


In June | received a phone call from 
Bob Grant asking if he could 
address the Committee. He chairs 
the rowing community group who 
are proposing the establishment of 
an International Water Sports 
Complex on Belmont Common. He 
addressed your Club Committee on 
July 19, 1996, giving us a very 
sketchy verbal outline of the 
proposal that they were ‘developing’ 
for presentation to council. 


Around this time, we received a 
letter from the proponents asking for 
us to nominate а representative for 
their committee. They tried to 
convince us that Jerringot itself 
should not be effected by the 
proposal. 


Shortly after this, it was brought to 
my attention that a written proposal 
had already been presented to 
council, along with letters of support 
from local politicians, Alistair 
Paterson and Stewart McArthur. It 
stated that the proponents had our 
committee's cooperation and also 
that the other clubs that use Belmont 
Common that would be effected by 
the Water Course have not objected 
provided that they are satisfactorily 
relocated. It also pointed out that the 
Golf Course ran at a financial loss to 
the Council. (This was so whilst the 
Council employed staff on full-time 
wages, even through floods!) 


We have since found out that the 
B.V. Golf Club's lease had not 
been renewed. They took over 
full responsibility for management 
and are now not running at a loss! 


We contacted other clubs that 
would be effected and also the 
Geelong Environment Council 
about saving Belmont Common. 


The IWSC proposal was so 
obviously connected with the loss 
of our lease that alarm was felt by 
quite a few members and we 
regarded protecting Belmont 
Common of high priority. 


None of us were prepared to see 
this wonderful green heart of 
Geelong being developed into a 
stagnant, sterile 2.2 km stretch of 
water with 4.5 km of mown grass, 
levy banks as high as a house for 
use by a small number of 
Geelong residents! | make no 
apology for using  emotive 
language. 


By September, we formed a Sub- 
committee to investigate the 
reinstatement of our Jerringot 
lease combined with Protect 
Belmont Common from the Water 
Sport Complex and other 
“development”. 


This group comprises Valda 
Dedman, Dick  Southcombe, 
Trevor Pescott, Dave King, 
Graeme Tribe and myself. 


We attended a meeting with City 
officers and the consultants on 
Friday, September 20, to hear 
their version of how a feasibility 
study into the project was 
proposed. 


The more the Working Party 
looks into the issues and sees the 
lack of proper research into this 
facility, the more passionate we 
become. 


Our interest in caring for Jerringot 
did not wane. A member who lives 
in Melbourne, suggested that we 
apply for a grant from the Australian 
Environment Foundation for an 
information and display case to be 
put in the bird hide. This was 
constructed with the $800.00, and 
installed before Christmas. 


On December 19, quite a few 
members attended the City of 
Greater Geelong council meeting at 
which the Feasibility Study was 
presented. We were astounded to 
hear those councillors present, vote 
in favour of it. 


Councillor Crutchfield's statement 
was incorrect that he had not heard 
from groups affected. We wrote to 
all council members. 


In January, the working party 
responded, both in writing and 
verbally at a meeting with council 
officers and Councillor Aitkin on 
Feb. 4, 1997. 


Valda Dedman has been writing so 
many letters that | am surprised that 
she hasn't developed RSI ! Good 
work Valda, we are indebted to you. 


We have asked that the Jerringot 
wetlands be considered for 
RAMSAR listing. There have been 
sightings of Baillon's Crake with 
young, the first breeding record in 
Victoria for quite a few years! This 
also is being considered as a rare 
and endangered species by Flora 
Fauna Guarantee list. 


We feel so strongly that there is a 
need for an Environmental Effects 
Statement, that a petition to the 
Legislative Assembly was prepared 
and distributed. We also had a 
meeting with Crown Lands and 
Assets at DNRE on 5 Feb 1997. 


There have been other meetings 
wih politicians. VVe combined efforts 
with the Barwon Valley Golf Club 
and GEC, with a meeting on 6 Feb 
1997. 
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Comments on the Final Report of the 
Feasibility study were prepared and 
sent to all Councillors, M.Malouf and 
N.Savery, A copy of our submission 
was given to Peter Loney, John 
Pandazopoulos and DNRE. 


Letters were sent to: 

Mike Willis, DNRE - re use of 
floodplain, the Victoria Rowing 
Association, 

Strathbogie Shire - re use of Lake 
Мадатаје, 

Minister for Sport - ге funding 
available for IVVSC, etc. and 

Ballarat Rowing Association re use 
of Lake Wendouree. 


Valda also prepared a Submission to 
Council on their Flood Mitigation 
Strategy pointing out, amongst other 
things that the two studies use 
different models for flooding of the 
area of the proposed IWSC. 


The combined clubs resolved to hold 
a "BELMONT COMMON OPEN 
DAY" ON April 13. Many 
invitations to the Open Day have 
been sent . 


More letters were sent to: 

-|.Gauntlett, Floodplain 
Management, DNRE, with 
copies of submission, etc. 

-Australian Rowing Council re 
strategy for Geelong 

-Neil Savery, COGG, re timing of 
implementation process for 
the IWSC 


Copies of our submissions were sent 
to the State Government for the 
ministerial visit, 25th March 1997. 


We had meetings on February 17 
and March 12 to work out our 
strategy for the ministerial visit and 
Open Day. Also further meetings on 
February 27, March 13 with the Golf 
Club sub-committee and G.E.C. 


A flyer was designed for Open Day 
(wording subject to change re 
activities of user groups). 


The Council has indicated that it 15 
now prepared to discuss with the 
GFNC the reinstatement of lease 
and also the addition of the wetlands 
on the golf course side of the cycle 
path to Jerringot in view of their 
importance as breeding habitat for 
the endangered Baillon's Crake. 


There have been in excess of 30 
meetings on this issue! Our new 
President will no doubt keep you 
informed of further developments 
as they happen! 


Other Issues. 

Watsonia control along road sides 
not only around the greater 
Geelong region and the Surf Coast, 
but also in the Otway Ranges was 
another issue that we brought to 
the attention of councils. 


It has been the aim of the 
committee to have recognition of 
the great work done by the late Ted 
Errey in identifying the botany of 
this region, Бу: the naming of a 
walking track within the Brisbane 
Ranges. This is still under 
consideration by DNRE. 


The Club also supported the 
preservation of the area known as 
Ingamells at Ocean Grove. 
Graeme Tribe has been working 
tirelessly, including attending 
hearings recently. 


Quite a few members have 
attended many meetings on 
various issues and written 
responses and/or submissions. 


Amongst these are: 

-Wandana Structure Plan 

-Coast Action : 

-Moorabool Water Treatment 
Project Community 
Consultation Group (re: 
pipeline through Brisbane 
Ranges National Park). 

-Mallard and eradication at 
Balyang and Blue Waters 
Lagoon. (Not resolved as 
yet.) 

-Barwon River Users Group 

-Port Phillip Fisheries 
Management Plan 

-Brisbane Ranges National Park 
Management Plan. 

- Barwon Round Table bid for: 
funds from community fund 
ex gambling 

-a meeting at Barwon Water with 
members of Moorabool 
Water Treatment Project 
Working Group. 


We also submitted our reply to the 
draft recommendations of the Land 
Conservation Council - Marine and 
Coastal Areas, as well as to the 
Fish Farm Strategy. 


The Club plans to reprint the very 
successful 'GEELONG NATURE 
GUIDE’. We have received a Grant 
of $400.00 from Surf Coast Shire 
Council to get the ball rolling. 


The Club resolved not to change our 
Ant Blue Logo. 

World Environment Week - our 
display in Market Square last June 
was as successful as ever. 


We have written objecting to the 
proposed development on the river 
bank by John Anderson at Newtown. 


The Club completed another survey 
- the Botanic Guardians Survey of 
Rail Reserves. 


There was successful interaction 
between | GFNC апа students 
studying for the Advanced Certificate 
of Resource Management at the 
Gordon Institute. 


Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
celebrated its 25th anniversary. 


| would like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone for your contribution 
to the Club. We need your support 
and enthusiasm. 


In particular, | would like to thank the 
committee for their efforts this year. 
They have had to make up a shortfall 
in numbers by committing 
themselves to extra tasks and that 
they did so willingly and efficiently is 
a credit to them. Thank you one and 
all for your service to the club and for 
giving me the support | welcomed. 


| especially want to thank Alban 
Lloyd-Jones for his dedication to 
perfection in editing and producing of 
the new style “GEELONG 
NATURALIST’, it is a heavy load that 
he has undertaken. Thank you also 
to Valerie for assisting the editor. 


There are too many other 
individuals who һауе done 
essential work that | would love to 
name personally, but with my 
feather brain, | would leave out 
someone and that would 
embarrass me greatly. You know 
the work you have done, so please 
consider this ту personal 
thankyou. 


D 
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CRAB SPIDER AND ITS RETREAT 


FOUND IN THE OCEAN GROVE NATURE RESERVE 


by Dave King 


Spiders that make up the family Thomisidae are many 
and varied, classified into four subfamilies. Most that 
have Australian genera are placed in the subfamilies 
Stephanopinae and the Misumeninae (Clyne, 1968). 
Currently the number of species placed in the 
Thomisidae amount to some 3,000, a formidable 
number, making identification to the species level 
extremely difficult. 


The main purpose of this 
article is not to delve into 
species identification 
further than genera level, 
but to elucidate some of 
the behavioural aspects 
and interaction with other 
invertebrate species. The 
subject spider is a member 
of the subfamily 
Misumeninae and of the 
genera Diaea. Its general 
appearance is as 
illustrated, overall length 
10mm. General colour 
light brown with dark brown 
speckled markings on the 
abdomen and plain light 
brown cephalothorax. 
Eight eyes, of equal size in 
two straight rows of four 
each, the anterior row 
facing forward, the 
posterior row orientated in 
a more upward direction. Each leg terminates with 
two claws, the two anterior pair of legs are the longest of 
the legs and latrigrade, i.e. they are able to move 
Sideways as well as forward. They are also equipped 
with a series of spines on the ventral surface that faces 
forward when in the latrigrade position. These spines are 
an obvious aid in retention of captured prey. 


Dieae appears to be quite common in the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve, invariably building its retreat in 
eucalypt foliage. Being a non-snaring and hunting 
species the use of silk is used entirely in the building of 
the retreat by binding together leaves and used in the 
production of the egg sac. Prey is opportunistically 
captured with its two pairs of anterior legs which are held 
crab-like at the ready. One specimen was observed to 

. emerge from its retreat, after the author had brushed the 
retreat, taking up the stance of a crab in defensive 
mode. Hunting is normally exercised nocturnally. 


Crab spider Diaea 


Construction of the retfeat appears to occur principally 
in late summer to early autumn, created by drawing 
together a number of leaves with silk in the form of a 
ball. This forms a retreat virtually having several 
chambers in which to consume its prey and place the 
egg sacs. Many eucalypts may be observed to have 
large numbers of these retreats. As the autumn 
proceeds so the female will lay her eggs within silken 
sacs secreted in the 
leafy chambers. 
Amongst the other 
chambers will be found 
the debris of the remains 
of the prey, which 
appear to consist largely 
of small beetles. 


Eventually after the 
young have hatched and 
dispersed, and probable 
death of the parent, the 
leaves composing the 
retreat die-off. These 
may be observed on 
trees for some time after 
the spider no longer is in 
residence, as untidy 
masses of atrophied 
leaves held together with 
silk. It is then that they 
appear to be taken over 
by different tenants. 


These new individuals have been found in many cases 
to be aphids using it as a shelter along with their regular 
attendant ants seeking honey-dew excretions. 


In other instances small moths find it convenient in 
which to secrete themselves during daylight hours. 


Bibliography 
Clyne, D. (1968), A Guide to Australian Spiders, 
Nelson, Melbourne. 
Main, B. Y. (1976), Spiders, Collins, Sydney. 
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"These spines are an obvious aid 
s in retention of captured prey" 


Retreat of leaves woven together with 
the spiders silk. 
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SNIPE SNIPPETS 
... Valda Dedman 


I haven't seen any Latham's Snipe 
at Jerringot for a few weeks now. 
About 10 were observed in the 
evening on 20 February, when | took 
a group for a nature walk. As we 
stood on the cycle track near 
Settlement Road, we were able to 
see them feeding and flying from 
the much reduced north swamp. 
The low water level has actually 
been a bonus for bird watchers this 
summer and snipe have been seen 
feeding just outside the bird hide. 
Dave and Betty King saw one there 
on 11 March, which is the latest 
report | have for this season. 


And from Japan | have the following 
message from Satoshi Marutani of 
the Wild Bird Society of Japan: 


“Thank you for your mail 
about Gallinago hardwickii. | 
apologise for sending my 
reply so slow. For the oil 
disaster on the Japanese 
Sea, | was too busy to 
research and rescue the oiled 
birds. But recently, spilled oil 
were diminished and our 
works have almost finished. 


| think there are many snipes 
breeding in Japan yet. But no 
one knows the exact number 
of snipes in Japan. We can 
watch snipes near by 
farmland when they migrate 
in spring and fall. But it is very 
difficult to find their nest or 
chick. At Lake Utonai, we lost 
the good site the snipes 
gathered because the water 
level changed few years ago. 


| announced your message to 
our research center.” 


The research Centre is the “Bird and 
Greenery Information Center’ at 
Osaka. The Wild Bird Society of 
Japan has 15,000 members. 
Latham’s Snipe used to gather on 
the shores of Lake Utonai prior to 
migrating. Lake Utonai Sanctuary 
on the island of Hokkaido was 
established in 1981 by the WBSJ, 
one of a number of bird sanctuaries 
maintained by the Society, and for 
which no admission is charged.. 


The message from Mr Marutani 
highlights how vigilant we must 
be to ensure the hydrology of the 
Jerringot wetlands is not changed 
or artificially maintained. We 
need a natural cycle of flood and 
drought in the Belmont Common 
wetlands and downstream right to 
the mouth of the Barwon. Nor do 
we want oil or chemical spills 
from Point Lillias or elsewhere. 


EXCURSION REPORT 


... Margaret Cameron 


March 16th, 1997. 


Waders and their 
habitats, ог , where the 
waders were supposed to 
be but... 


A small but select group set out 
on a tour of varied wader habitats 
- two managed systems (the 
Moolap Saltworks and Alcoa’s 
freshwater ponds at Point Henry), 
the Barwon estuary at the Ocean 
Grove boat ramp, Black Rock and 
the adjacent beach and 
Breamlea. A natural freshwater 
swamp would have completed the 
set of habitats but the dry 
weather, the draining of Reedy 
Lake and the effects of the 
opening of the duck season the 
day before, made the best places 
wader-free. 


Many waders had already 
departed on their northward 
migration, but at the Saltworks we 
saw Curlew Sandpipers and 
Marsh Sandpipers in breeding 
plumage and a number of Red- 
necked Stints with good rufous 
neck colouring, so they are 
obviously preparing to fly north. 
We also saw _ Greenshanks, 
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers, Black- 
winged Stilts, and a pair of Pied 
Oystercatchers. Two pairs of 
Red-capped Plovers must have 
had chicks nearby as they 
performed dramatic broken-wing 


"acts to distract our attention. 


Other birds included a Brown 
Goshawk, Great and Little Egrets, 
Chestnut Teal and Australian 
Shelducks, Royal Spoonbills and 
Pied and Little Cormorants 
helpfully demonstrating their 


differences (Pied are bigger and 
have black thighs contrasting with 
their white bellies). There were no 
Banded Stilts ог Avocets, 
presumably they have gone to the 
flooded inland to breed. 


Alcoa's freshwater wetland was 
disappointingly empty of water 
birds, perhaps because of low water 
levels or maybe the birds had been 
alarmed by illegal shooters. It 
normally carries hundreds of ducks 
as well as herons and egrets, Black 
Swans and small numbers of 
waders. 


The tide was out at Ocean Grove so 
that distant Greenshanks and an 
Eastern Curlew could be seen 
feeding on the mudflats. 


At Black Rock a flock of at least 
1000 red-necked  Stints were 
feeding actively on the beach and 
even right up on the sandy slopes of 
the fore-dune. There were several 
Red-caps and  Double-banded 
Plovers and one Turnstone and a 
pair of Hooded Plovers on the rocks. 
Bob Preston found a dead Wilson's 
Storm-Petrel on the beach, a 
species which is rarely found here. 
(Ed: See also Barry Lingham's notes 
on page 14). 


Finally we visited the mouth of 
Bream Creek at Breamlea to enjoy 
the highlight of the day; among the 
Stints, Red-caps and  Double- 
banded Plovers was а lone 
Sanderling. Easily identified by its 
size (larger than the Stints), 
extensive white in the plumage 
(especially its broad white wingbar 
seen in flight) and habit of running 
fast along the wave edge, this was a 
new bird for five of the party. 


Editor's note: 


If you want to see waders, follow 
Margaret Cameron around. 


Although there were not very many 
in our party, both Margaret and 
Marilyn optimised our enjoyment by 
generously offering unlimited use of 
their telescopes - always with the 
best wader in the field - and by a 
great deal of advice on fieldmarks, 
locations and characteristics to 
make recognition easier. 


We found that if Margaret is greatly 
outnumbered, she will stop for 
пећ. 

O 
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BIO-DIVERSITY MEETING 
26/2/97 
.. . Ade Foster 


A very well attended meeting, with 
twelve eager participants, spent the 
evening examining and attempting to 
identify some very interesting 
specimens. The topic of 'Show and 
Tell’ even attracted specimens from 
outside the group, proof positive that 
at least one other, besides me, reads 
this column! 


Chris Gray sent in a curious lump 
which grand-daughter Bernadette 
found on the Ocean Grove Beach. 
Many and varied identifications were 
tendered, ranging from part of the 
ear of a dolphin to a lump of 
industrial caulking. Several tests 
involving microscopes, water, 
solvents, acids, and sundry 
mechanical devices failed to arrive 
at a definitive answer. 15 Chris testing 
us? 


A large six-legged something was 
next on the list. This strange insect 
was found along the cliff-top near 
Eumerella on our last excursion. 
With the aid of the microscope we 
could find no eyes, and no real 
mouth parts and quite some time was 
spent poring over various books for 
an answer. Dave and Les finally 
agreed that the creature was a 
mealy-bug or relative, probably 
Aphididae or Coccidae. 


We had quite an assortment of 
butterflies, part of Les's project of a 
definitive collection of the local 
browns, some lovely moths | had 
collected on a trip to Inverliegh, and 
various beetles and bugs. Among 
them were some beautiful little jewel 
beetles, Family Buprestidae. These 
beetles, often brightly metallic, were 
given their name by none other than 
Aristotle. Interestingly, Buprestos, in 
ancient Greek, means ‘killer of 
cows’. Aristotle probably confused 
the Buprestids with other similar 
beetles from the families Lycidae, 
Meloidae and Cantharidae. Many of 
these contain the poison cantharides, 
or “Spanish Fly', which can cause 
death in cattle who ingest the beetles 
with their fodder. Buprestids are quite 
edible, but often mimic these less 
palatable families and so the 
misnomer. 


26/3/97 

The topic of the meeting was 
Camouflage and Mimicry. Although 
not as well attended as recent 
meetings, the eight members 
present were treated to a very wide 
range of most interesting 
specimens. 


We examined moths, their cryptic 
colouration, larvae and eggs. 
Several spiders, including Jarrad 
Duim's beautiful Bird Dropping 
Spider, Calaenia sp, complete with 
egg case. Les Barrow had some 
Slides of a recent trip which 
included a  Longicorn beetle, 
Cerambycidae, which mimics a 
wasp. This little beetle is coloured 
black and yellow, and has a wasp 
waist, which gives weight to the 
illusion. The wing cases have been 
greatly shortened, and the 
membranous hind wings are not 
hinged and folded, as with many 
beetles, but extend back over the 
abdomen in typical wasp fashion. 


Next Meeting: 
Molluscs........ April 23 at 8.00 pm. 


Next Excursion: Fossil Hunt at 
Wensleydale Coal-mine. Interested 
people should meet at The Green 
Grub, Waurnvale Shopping Centre 
at 9.00 am on Sunday 6th April. 


О 


МЕХТ МОМТН 
... Dick Southcombe 


Our guest speaker for the May 
general meeting is David McLaren. 


David's Ph. D. subject at Latrobe 
was Insect Herbivory on Eucalypts. 
His work for the next two and a half 
years was with the Dept. of 
Agriculture where he researched 
the effect of micro encapsulated 
insecticides on Honey Bees.. For 
the last 10 years David has been 
with the Keith Turnbull Research 
Institute working on the biological 
and integrated control of weeds, 
such as Ragwort, St. John’s Wort, 
Horehound, Blackberry, Thistles 
and Boneseed. David will explain 
biological control, discuss how 
projects аге initiated апа 
implemented and outline various 
weed control projects. 


О 


LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


Field Nats N/L April 1997 No. 5 


Habitat Feb 1997 (ACF) 
Contains а special 

“Digging up Trouble” by Helen 
Rosenbaum. It gives an Australia 
wide coverage of wilderness, old 
growth & and other forests of high 


supplement 


conservation value which are 
threatened by the Federal 
Governments decision to allow 


mining and exploration in such 
areas. 


The Bird Observer No. 771 (BOAC) 


Articles оп the White-browed 
Treecreeper, Wait-a-while 
Woodland, the Cassowary and 


Cooper Creek update. 


. Kamarooke (from aboriginal word 


meaning “wait-a-while” ) State Park 
is situated north of Bendigo. An area 
of Whipstick mallee scrub, tall 
Kamarooke Mallee and Grey Box 
woodland. Lots of birdlife - an 
interesting area for an excursion. 


Waves (Marine and Coastal 
Community Network) Summer 
96/97 

Ballast water update by Tim O"Hara 
gives the latest idea for control of this 
threat to Australia's biodiversity. 


Interesting article on "Sharks - Tigers 
of the Sea" by Kerri Steffan. Did you 
know that sharks are cartilaginous 
fish rather than bony fish? One 
important difference being that 
cartilaginous fish have no known 
body size, they just keep growing - 
the bigger the individual the older it 
is. 


"Fading Light" by Mike Bamford, 
W.A. Wader Study Group, tells of the 
huge bird migrations on to Roebuck 
Bay 80-mile Beach area near 
Broome from breeding grounds in 
попћет Asia. Unfortunately the 
numbers are decreasing in some 
areas and Mike explores possible 
reasons for this decline. 


There are many other interesting 
articles. We also have the latest 
Victorian edition of Waves, this is 
titled "Southern Regional Ripples". 


О 
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BIO-DIVERSITY 
EXCURSIONS - 9/2/97 
... Ade Foster 


Eight members, with a wary eye on 
the weather, gathered at the Point 
Roadnight car-park at 9.30 am. for a 
morning exploring the dunes and 
rock- pools of the area. Claire spotted 
White-throated Needletails flying 
north across the Anglesea Road on 
the way down and we were hopeful of 
more sightings. We were totally 
unprepared for the spectacle of 
several hundred spiralling above the 
dunes, occasionally zooming so low 
overhead that we could hear the wind 
whistling through their wings. They 
came and went as they are apt to do, 
but some were visible for most of the 
day. 


We spent a very successful morning 
insect collecting and some interesting 
captures were examined over a 
leisurely lunch in the shade. Notable 
amongst them were  cicadas, 
conspicuously absent around 
Geelong this year, and a beautiful 
example of an Ogre-faced spider, 
which had Frank Scheelings crooning 
like a new Dad. 


Ogre-faced spiders, Deinopidae have 
taken the art of snare-making one 
Step further than most spiders, 
creating a net which the spider holds 
and throws over unsuspecting prey. 
The spider first makes a rectangular 
frame of silk, then, using combs or 
calamistra on the hind legs it combs 
out a special sticky silk to make a net 
within the frame. Having completed 
the net the spider picks it up with its 
first three pairs of legs, then hangs 
upside down, waiting for ап 
unsuspecting insect to venture within 
range. With astonishing speed the 
spider stretches out its net and throws 
it over the prey, quickly wrapping it in 
the sticky folds. This amazing 
refinement has earned Deinopid 
Spiders a more attractive common 
name of Net-casting spiders. 


After lunch, we moved to the car-park 
of the Anglesea caravan park and 
walked along the cliff-tops towards 
Eumerella. Again, some most 
interesting specimens were seen and 
a very good day was concluded with 
a quiet drink at the Anglesea Hotel. 


and 8-10/3/97 

The "Mootwingee Eight' met at the 
Lavers Hill Roadhouse оп 
Saturday 8th March for a couple of 
days in the Otways. We walked 
Melba Gully in the late afternoon, 
then returned after dark for the 
glow-worm show. The glow-worms 
are actually the 2mm long larvae 
of the fungus gnat. They secrete 
themselves in earth banks and 
make a snare from little strands of 
Sticky silk. Tiny Insects attracted to 
the beautiful green light emitted by 
the glow-worms are trapped in the 
Silk and eaten. 


Early next morning we drove 
twenty or so kilometres down the 
Aire Valley Road to meet up with 
the top end of Banks Track. We left 
the cars here and walked down the 
track with the intention of 
orienteering into the Big Trees 
Reserve. Brown butterflies, 
Solander's and Banks Browns 
were common, and a large and 
very attractive Water Skink found 
under a log added to the morning's 
excitement. We stopped for lunch 
and shortly after attempted to scale 
the very steep mountain side into 
the Big Trees Reserve. However, 
the ascent was beyond us and we 
walked back to the cars, very tired, 
a little ^ disappointed, but 
nevertheless extremely satisfied 
with the days' events. We had 
some curious and quite interesting 
specimens which we managed to 
examine before falling into bed 
earlier than | have done since 
childhood. 


Monday morning saw us driving 
sloMy down Turton's Track in а 
light drizzle, keeping а wary eye 
out for logging trucks and drinking 
in the magnificent scenery of the 
Otways at their best. We had 
morning tea and a walk through the 
bush at Mt. Sabine then headed for 
home. A pair of Wedge-tailed 
eagles sitting just off the road near 
Forest held our attention for a 
while. Happily we saw several of 
these majestic birds over the 
weekend. 


| would urge anyone who has not 
had the privilege of a trip through 
the Forest, Turton's Track, Laver's 
Hill area to make a point of doing 
50 very soon. The contrast of the 
moist, soft greens of the rainforest 
with the dry, brittle browns of the 
surrounding farmland is quite a 
sight, and well worth the drive. 

О 


PLANT GROUP REPORT 


... Dick Southcombe 


Joe Hubbard who Will be leading our 
Club Excursion to the Carlisle 
heathlands on April 20th will give an 
introductory talk on plants of the area 
at our meeting on the 8th. In addition 
we will be looking at Pimelea glauca 
and Goodenia ovata in detail. Bring 
necessary books and equipment. 


At our March meeting although few 
in number we enjoyed critically 
examining a number of different 
Correa flowers and leaves. The 
information gathered enabled 
descriptive reports to be written and 
Species properly identified. A 
notable observation was the number 
of thread size styles which carried 
stellate appendages on their lower 
half. 

O 


Geelong Bird Report 1995 


The third edition of this tremendously 
useful log of bird observations in the 
Geelong area has been published 
and is on sale for $4.00 from Ray 
Baverstock. If you have not 
purchased one, please see Ray - 
they make a great gift for anyone 
interested in birds. 


O 


Ranatra 


“graspin g legs armed with 
sharp barbs for seizing and 
holding prey” 


It may have an exotic sounding 
name but it has very unfriendly 
eating habits if you are a very small 
water creature. 


Ade Foster describes an encounter 
on page 15. 
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BAILLON’S CRAKE 


Porzana pusilla 
by Valda Dedman 


Our Belmont Common Baillon’s Crake are becoming famous. First observed by Claire McCormick in September 1994, 
they were reported breeding there in November 1996 by Gordon McCarthy. Gordon had seen one adult scurry into a 
tussock and after long and patient waiting, he finally parted the tussock stems and two tiny black birds dashed out, 
followed by the adults. 


This was the first breeding record of Baillon's Crake for Victoria since 1991. 


Breeding records in this state are extremely rare, only 45 in 113 years. There are only 12 breeding records since 1970. 
One of these was at Deakin University Waurn Ponds in 1985, when it was observed in the library lake by Margaret 
Cameron, myself and others. Even sightings of the bird are now rare, being less than 5% of that prior to 1972. 


Because of the species’ vulnerability, a case has been prepared by Martin O'Brien, Wildilfe Policy Officer with the 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment, for the nomination of Baillon's Crake for listing under the Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. 


Future threats which are likely to result in extinction are control of natural flooding and the associated lack of suitable 
nesting habitat. It is therefore extremely important that we add to the Jerringot Wildlife Reserve the two adjacent 
wetlands on the golf course, just to the east of the cycle track. They are really part of the Jerringot system. We are 
fortunate to have the opportunity to do this, since the Council of the City of Greater Geelong will now reinstate our 
Jerringot management licence and will look at revising its boundaries. 


The licence was suspended during 1996 while the feasibility study for the proposed international watersports complex 
was being proposed and carried out. If the complex goes ahead we must ensure that natural flooding also occurs and 
the hydrology of the Jerringot wetlands is not put at risk. : 


| am grateful to Martin O'Brien for allowing me to use data from his draft nomination document. He would be pleased to 
know of any other sightings or breeding records of Baillon's Crake. The importance of our Club bird observation reports 


has been amply demonstrated. 
О 


“First 
observed 
by Claire 
McCormick 
in 
September 
1994” 


Ballion's Crake at Belmont Common wetland: 
Photograph by Gordon McCarthy 
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VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS 
ASSOCIATION 


SECOND SKILLS WORKSHOP 


Monday 29 September - Sunday 5 October, 1997. 
Lady Northcote Recreation Camp, Rowsley. 


Planning for the workshop is well advanced. Leon 
Costermans and Ken Simpson are involved and will be 
leading sessions of the workshop. 


Leon has prepared the attached Workshop Outline. Your 
commitment to the workshop is needed ASAP, so that 
detailed planning may proceed. April 30th is the deposit 
deadline and 31st July for final payment. Facilities are 
good and the total fee will be about $225/person but may 
range from $200—$250 depending on numbers. 


Booking slips are available from me. 


Attach your $50 deposit cheque made payable to: 
GFNC/VFNCA Rowsley and post them to 
GFNC/VFNCA Rowsley, 

P.O. Box 1047. Geelong, 3213. 


Dick Southcombe 
5243 3916 


WORKSHOP OUTLINE. 


The main purpose of this workshop. 


The workshop is being run to provide an opportunity for 
field naturalists to develop their field activity skills 
through relevant and realistic hands-on activities and 
within a broader context of environmental, learning and 
application principles. 


What do we mean by “environmental, learning and 
application principles”? 


Development of field skills will not be presented as an 
end in itself, but as a means to better understanding and 
appreciation of the natural environment and the 
processes operating in it, both natural and from human 
influence. While focusing on skills, we shall also give 
consideration to purposes of field projects, conservation 
and ethical issues, interrelationships, land management 
issues, effective learning techniques and potential 
longer-term outcomes. 


What prior skill level is required? 


The workshop is being designed to cater for anyone 
interested in field activity, whether you are a beginner or 
experienced in the field. There will be specialist leaders 
to explain and demonstrate skills in various areas, but 
your knowedge and experience will be extended largely 
as a result of working with other enthusiastic people on 
field projects. 


What skills will we be focusing on? 


These will vary according to the types of studies you 
choose, but could include the following: 


e How to observe in broad terms (i.e. knowing what 
to look for) 

e More specific skills in critical observation (e.g. 
knowing characters for identification) 

• Comparative - studies, e.g. of different 
communities. 

• Deciding the purpose/plan/design for a study or 

project. 

• Suitable (necessary ог desirable) eguipment - its 
availability and use. 

• Suitable (necessary ог desirable) references - 


books, CD ROMS etc. and their use 

2 Recording methods as appropriate to the study (to 
include sketching, photography, photocopier, etc. 
as well as systematic data recording such as 


tabulation) 

• Collecting and preserving (include when and 
when not to collect) 

• Storage of specimens and materials 

o Special reguirements for "formal" collecting e.g. 
for a herbarium. 

• Maps and aerial photographs - how to make and 


interpret these as appropriate. 

• Special attention to pest species 
(recognition/management, plants and animals) 

• Working as a team | 


• Report and article presentation - formal and 
informal. 
• Oral/visual presentation - formal and informal. 


What form will the program take? 


There will be workshop sessions and demonstrations by 
the various specialists in geology, flora, fauna, ecology 
and general project techniques. However, much of the 
program will be devoted to small-group field activities in 
which participants will be able to share expertise and 
experience, with specialist assistance available as 
needed. 


Special focus areas presently planned as options are: 


e Ironbark woodland communities and ecology 
e Roadside and small reserves management 

• Dealing with land degradation 

• Reptile studies 

Date reminders: 


Deposit deadline April 30. 
Balance deadline July 31. 


Local contact person: Dick Southcombe 
5243 3916 
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JERRINGOT REPORT 
1996-97 
... Dennis Greenwell 


At the time of writing (18th March) 
the south swamp has largely dried 
out in the area in front of the bird 
hide, due to the prolonged dry 
period that we have experienced 
since last September. This has 
afforded us the opportunity to carry 
out some habitat enhancement 
works. 


Six treated pine posts have been 
concreted in, to support duck 
nesting boxes. We have also 
brought some pieces of dead tree 
from the area near the cycle path 
down to the bird hide, to provide 
perches for birds when the water 
level returns to normal. 


The area between the bird hide and 
Golf Course Road was planted-up in 
mid November and many of the 
plants are doing exceptionally well, 
with the Kangaroo Apples flowering 
within about 6 weeks of planting. 
More planting in this area is planned 
this Autumn, in order to provide 
cover for people entering the hide. 


Clive Minton has been conducting 
mist netting and banding during the 
last year. This amongst other 


things, will help establish the 
significance of this area for 
Latham’s Snipe. Preliminary 
results would indicate that this 
wetland supports perhaps one of 
the highest concentrations of this 
species in Australia. 


A display case was purchased 
with a grant from The Australian 
Bird Environment Foundation and 
was installed inside the bird hide 
with information about Jerringot 


-as well as lists of birds, plants and 


frogs found there. New events 
and sightings аге steadily 
growing, with Baillon’s Crake and 
Buff-banded Rail having been 
seen with young during the last 
nesting season and what | believe 
to be the first reported sighting of 
3 Spotless Crakes, in the last 
week. 


You would all be aware of the 
proposed International Water 
Sports Complex, which would 
form a scar some 2 kilometres 
long by 200 metres wde across 


what is now the Golf Course and ` 


this is cause for great concern. 
(See “Geelong Naturalist” Vol 32 
No 8.) | would urge individual 
members to wite to the press 
voicing their strong opposition to 
this project. 


Subscriptions 1997-98 


This club, in conjunction with the 
Barwon Valley Golf Club and 
G.E.C., will be holding an Open Day 
on 13th April, between 10 a.m. and 
3 p.m. Our contribution will be a 
display in the Golf Club room, bird 
watching, testing quality, short 
nature walks and modest tree 
planting activities. VVe also plan to 
install the nesting boxes already 
mentioned. 


It is hoped that as many people as 
possible will attend to demonstrate 
their interest in the area. 


| have asked Valda Dedman to 
replace me as Convener and she 
has agreed. | shall, however, 
continue to assist her with 
organising and participating in most 
of the “hands-on” activities at the 
wetland. 


Finally, | would like to thank the 
small core-group of members who 
have given their practical help in the 
working bees that | have organised 
in the last couple of years. VVithout 
those few people, many of the 
improvements to the wetland would 
not have been possible. 

o 


The Honorary Treasurer, Ray Baverstock, advises that these remain unchanged and are due now. 


Rates are as follows: 


Joint / Family 
Junior / Student 
Corporate (clubs, organisations) 


Subscriber to monthly publications only 


Note: This includes posting of the "Geelong Naturalist" each month if you are unable to attend 


General Meetings. 


Post to : 


Honorary Treasurer 


G.F.N.C. 


P.O. Box 1047 
Geelong Vic 3213. 


Alban Lloyd-Jones 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
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Notes on the observations: 


Barry Lingham always hides his 
notes under a heap of observations. 
They often give our birdwatching 
added direction by drawing our 
attention to what is happening at a 
particular time in the area. As well, 
he finds interesting bits and pieces 
to pass on to you. 


I commend them to readers and 
when | forget to extract them, do 
forage amongst the observations to 
read them. 


This month he says.... 


“Grant Baverstock sent in a list of 
his observations since January. 
Notable sightings include: 
Cape Barren Goose (10) 
at Lake Martin, 
Rainbow Bee-eater at 
Bannockburn Reserve 
Glossy Ibis (5) at Hospital Swamp, 
Great Crested Grebe (3) 
Stingaree Bay, 
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike (1+juv) 
at Bannockburn Reserve, 
Intermediate Egret (1) at 
Sheepwash - Barwon Heads, 
Hooded Plover (3) at 
Bancoora Beach, 
Greenshank (2) doing a dancing 
display at Breamlea River 
mouth, 
Peregrine Falcon (1) at Fyansford, 
Several Southern White-face 
near Rokewood 
Black Falcon (1) at Lethbridge. 


The excellent specimen of the 
Wilson's Storm Petrel will be passed 
on to the museum. Trevor Pescott 
in his book "Birds of Geelong" notes 
only one other record of this species 
at Marshall in 1910. This bird is 
usually found beyond the 
continental shelf. 


Kay and Nola were lucky to be on 
the BOCA excursion that noted a 
flock of 15 Pectoral Sandpipers. 
Most of us would be happy to see 
just one of these birds! i 


It is good to note the records of 
returning birds that we have not 
seen over the summer. The change 
of seasons is certainly upon us.” 


O 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol 32.11 


30 YEARS IN THE SAME 
NEST 
(BELMONT 1967-1997) 

... by Barry Redman 


| was thinking the other day, as | 
lazily watched a pair of sparrows 
cavort in our garden, that it was 
only this year that | had noticed 
sparrows here. 


| have been interested in bird- 
watching though | am no dead- 
set twitcher. 


My earliest recollection is as an 
eight year old in Coventry U.K., 
watching Blue Tits hanging 
upside down, in a rim of a half 
coconut shell, feeding on a lump 
of gristle suspended inside, on a 
clear cold wintery day in our back 
garden 


Like most new homemakers in 
1967, when setting out our new 
garden, we wanted Australian 
native trees and shrubs. Not all 
were suitable for a suburban 
garden - especially the Sugar 
Gums | scrounged from the bush! 


Once the gums were established 
however, we had a real “bush” 
atmosphere on the property, with 
one in each corner. 


This proved an ideal environment 
for the wattlebirds and pardalotes 
and especially the White-plumed 
Honeyeaters which were the 
noisiest and most noticeable. | do 
not remember in those days 
seeing many Blackbirds, but they 
were around. 


At about the time of the 1963 
bushfires, we had a flock of 
Gang-gangs in one of our gums, 
busily stripping the gumnuts - the 
debris often falling like a 
rainshower. 


Also at this time we started to see 
Rainbow Lorikeets. They have 
been regulars ever since. The 
suburban gardens providing a 
bountiful larder. 


Most of our gums have long since 
gone, as have the Gang-gangs 
and seldom do | see any 
pardalotes. 


For a long spell now New Holland 
Honeyeaters have been the most 
numerous bird. The White-plumed 
Honeyeater has also gone. 


For 20 odd years we have had 
resident Blackbirds building nests 
and breeding in our prunus trees - 
but this year the wattlebirds decided 
to do likewise and for the first time 
ever | was regularly dive-bombed in 
my own driveway; as were any 


feathered intruders including 
Blackbirds, starlings etc. 
One unfortunate occurrence 


happened when an errant Musk 
Lorikeet was chased by a wattlebird 
and in panic it flew at full speed into 
our lounge window with inevitable 
results. 


We have, for most of the 30 years, 
had the entertaining company of 
Mudlarks becoming familiar with 
their tapping on our windows. 


For the last couple of years we have 
had a family of ravens and another 
of magpies, who have bred in the 
area and fed their growing families 
in and around our garden. 


Occasionally Indian Mynahs have 
appeared lately. | do my best to 
make them feel unwelcome. They 
are very aggressive. | saw them 
dive-bomb and pester my pet dog 
(when | lived in Melbourne) to such 
an extent, that the dog surrendered 
his bone to them! 


We regularly see. ibis, Sulphur 
Crested Cockatoos, Rainbow 
Lorikeets, Silver Gulls and swallows 
overflying and for a couple of years 
used to regularly see a Hobby 


perched on a neighbour's very tall 


TV aerial - making deadly forays on 
the avian populace. 


We have now changed from being 
fringe country/urban to suburban 
with increased population density, 
traffic noise and air pollution. The 
birds are now more urban birds 
notably starlings, Blackbirds, 
sparrows and mynahs. 


Wonder what changes another 30 
years will bring? 
О 
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КАМАТКА 


AN UNUSUAL INSECT 
by Ade Foster 


In September, 1995, Claire McCormick апа | visited Inverleigh Common in search of coconut ant nests and frogs. While 
scooping in the dam on the adjacent golf-course we found two very unusual insects. At first | thought they were 
Phasmids, stick insects that had fallen into the dam and were drowning. Then we noticed the front legs, raptorial like a 
praying mantis! We put them back into the water, still confined in the net, and they swam immediately to the bottom. 
We placed them carefully into a jar and carried them home proudly, where Dennis identified them as Ranatra or water 
scorpions. | put them in an aquarium and kept them until they died recently, sixteen months later! 


Water scorpions are true bugs, Hemiptera, and belong to the family Nepidae, which has about two hundred species 
world-wide. | could find very little written about Australian Ranatra but it seems there are three species. Ours were 
probably R. australiensis, called quite descriptively, Needle-bugs. They inhabit shallow swamps, ponds and slow- 
moving streams, where they conceal themselves among under-water plants. They are seldom found in water more than 
a metre deep. | 


Ranatra measure about 100mm when fully grown, half of this being the siphon or breathing tube which extends from 
the end of the abdomen, and is pushed up through the surface film to allow the insects to breathe. They are able to dive 
to the bottom of their habitat and remain there, immobile for very long periods. Though able to swim, the long, thin, hind 
legs are not fringed with hairs as are many of the aquatic bugs and beetles. 


The front legs are raptorial ... grasping legs armed with sharp barbs for seizing and holding prey. Ranatra eat aquatic 
insects and their larvae, tadpoles and even small fish. These are impaled on the short beak, while the fluids are sucked 
out. They are voracious feeders, and | have seen them happily eating a small beetle with a wriggling fish held firm in 
one claw, waiting for the entree to be finished. 


Eggs are laid in a slit in the stems of water-weed, with long filaments leading from each egg to the surface of the water. 
They young are tiny replicas of the adult. | scooped some from Reedy Lakes in January 1996 which were about 

15mm long and so finely built that they were unable to support their own weight out of water. Most species of Ranatra 
are able to fly, unfolding their wings with the aid of their hind legs before taking off in search of other waters. 


Ranatra are unusual and very interesting insects, and | look forward to my next encounter. 


BIRD OBSERVATION REPORTS March 1997 - compiled by Barry Lingham. 


Observations were submitted by Polly Cutcliffe (PCu), Ray Baverstock (RBa), Margaret Cameron (MAC), Lily Sherwood (LS), Bob 
Preston (RP), Gordon McCarthy (GMc), Craig Morley (CMo), Kevin Ryan (KRy), Valda Dedman (VWD), Barry Lingham (BL), Ron 
Mole (RMo), Geoff & Lauris Mathison (G&LMa), Ira Savage (IS), Claire McCormick (CMc), Dick Southcombe (05), Rachel Keary 
(RK), Valerie Lloyd-Jones(VLJ), Penny Smith (PS), Don Larcombe (DL), Ade Foster (AF), David King (DK), Joe Hubbard (JH), Kay 
Campbell (KC), Nola Haines (NH), Dennis Greenwell (DG), Rohan Bugg (RBu) 


Wilson's Storm Petrel 1 16/3/97 Black Rock. Beachwashed. MAC 


Cormorants & Egrets many 23/3/97  Buckleys Falls (low water level). Many birds feeding IS 
Cattle Egret 2 18/3/97  Jerringot (1st returns) GMc 
Rufous Night Heron 1imm. Feb Barwon River. (Looks like a Brown Bittern!) KRy 
Royal Spoonbill 2 20/2/97 Mt Duneed. (farm dam) 
Pink-eared Duck 1 4/3/97 _ Jerringot. With 30+ Grey Teal & 40 Masked Lapwing GMc 
Black-shouldered Kite 1 16/2/97 X Waurn Ponds Creek VLJ 
Whistling Kite 3 17/3/97 You Yangs JH 
Brown Goshawk 1 5/2/97 Portarlington (urban) DK 
1 imm Mar97 Belmont Common. Dead specimen. DS 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 7 98&10/3/97 ^ Lavers Hill/ Forrest/Dean’s Marsh AF 
Little Eagle 1 14/3/97 | Newtown. Circiing. JH 
Australian Hobby 1 23/3/97 | Newtown. Circling and gliding. Calling frequently. ЈН 
Spotless Crake 2 10&208&25/3/97 X Jerringot. GMc 
1 25/2 8 20/3/97 . Jerringot VWD 
3 25/3/97 _ Jerringot KC 
Brolga 2 4/3/97 Lake Gherang са Ма 
Pied Oystercatcher 7 24/3/97 Point Henry GMc 
2 14/2/97 Limeburner’s Lagoon VLJ 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Masked Lapwing 
Banded Lapwing 
Black-fronted Plover 
Pied Stilt 

Pectoral Sandpiper 
Wood Sandpiper 
Red-necked Stint 
Sanderling 

Common Bronzewing 


Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 


Gang-gang Cockatoo 


Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Corella sp. 

Cockatiel 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

Musk Lorikeet 

Little Lorikeet 

Swift Parrot 

Crimson Rosella 

Tawny Frogmouth 
White-throated Needletail 


Rainbow Bee-eater 
Song Thrush 


Flame Robin 

Scarlet Robin 
Eastern Yellow Robin 
Crested Shrike-tit 


Golden Whistler 


Rufous Faniail 


Grey Fantail 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 


Yellow Thornbill 

Red Wattlebird 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Eastern Spinebill 


Mistletoebird 
Red-browed Finch 
Diamond Firetail 
Dusky Woodswallow 


Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 


Pied Currawong 
Grey Currawong 


Other Observations 
Marbled Gecko 

Platypus 

Carp 


2&2 


up to 18 


3 
3 


М о) 2 о 2 о бо о доб = = ~ л 
+ 


оо 


IDI > Ш 


2+3 
15+ 
1 

1 
2+4 
40 

1 

2 

1 


-À A 


23/3/97 
10/3/97 
23/3/97 
18/3/97 
24/3/97 
24/3/97 
16/3/97 
16/3/97 
26/2/97 
11/9/96 
21/6/96 
24/2/97 
5&6/3/97 
3-8/3/97 
3/2/97 
22/3/97 
3/3/97 
6/2/97 
22/3/97 
till 21/3/97 
16/3/97 
6/3/97 
5/3/97 
16/3/97 
18/3/97 
18/3/97 
22/3/97 
Feb/Mar 
3/3/97 
17/3/97 
17/3/97 
16/3/97 
17/3/97 
331/12/96 
16/3/97 
15/3/97 
16/3/97 
15/3/97 
22/3/97 
16/3/97 
16/3/97 
16/3/97 
15/2/97 
16/2/97 
3/3/97 
23/2/97 
27/2/97 
18/3/97 
16/3/97 
16/3/97 
10/3/97 
24/3/97 
6/3/97 


25-31/12/97 


1-4/3/97 
25/3/97 
4/3/97 


15&24/3/97 


20/1/97 
8/3/97 
27/2/97 
1-24/3/97 


27/2/97 
14/12/96 
14/3/97 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol 32.11 


C—O — 


Jerringot (northern section) 

Zeally Bay Swamp 

Jerringot 

Jerringot 

Werribee Treatment Complex. (BOCA excursion) 
Werribee Treatment Complex. (BOCA excursion) 
Black Rock. -Feeding on slope of sand dunes. 
Breamlea. (creek mouth) 

Geelong West. (escapee??) 

Pettavel 

Pettavel 

Highton 

Newtown 

Newtown 

Belmont 

Balyang Sanctuary. Soaring overhead. 
Werribee 

Freshwater Creek. (escapees?) 
Highton. Feeding on Sugar Gum flowers. 
Eastern Park. Still there from last month. 
Eastern Park 

Newtown. In eucalypt, then flew on. 
Newtown 

Eastern park 

Fairhaven 

Urquhart Bluff 

Dog Rocks. Yarto farm. 

Newtown. 

Highton (noted at almost same time last year) 
You Yangs 

You Yangs 

Eastern Gardens (old |ЕА dam) 

You Yangs 

Barwon River, Highton. 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

Barwon River 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

Herne Hill. Suburban garden. 

Pettavel 

Geelong Botanic gardens 

Geelong Botanic gardens 

Geelong Botanic gardens 

Herne Hill. Suburban garden. 

Waurn Ponds Creek 

Newtown 


. Highton. Eating "glasswing" insects 


Mt Duneed. 

Newtown 

Ocean Grove (1st return) 
Eastern park 


Barwon River. Perched on grass stems eating seeds. 


You Yangs. Collecting feathers. 

Mt Duneed 

Barwon River, Highton. Nest with 3 young. 
Winchelsea 

Jerringot 

Belmont. Eating insects by streetlight (10:15pm) 
Newtown. Dispute between pair and 4 interlopers. 
Highton. Large flock passing. 

Newtown 

Portarlington 

Newtown. Unusual visitor. 


Werribee 
Werribee River, Werribee 
Balyang Sanctuary. Cruising near surface. 


GFNC OFFICE BEARERS (1996-1937) 


President Claire McCormick 5243 7047 
Vice President Position vacant 

Secretary Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Treasurer Ray Baverstock 5243 7025 


Committee Member Rob Beardsley 5241 1951 
д Madeline Glynn 5248 6332 

d d Peter Hackett 5229 4642 
Rachel Keary 5264 1350 
= E Diana Primrose 5250 1811 


$ Г "Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
* j Graeme Tribe 5255 2302 
Honorary Librarian Betty Moore 5288 7220 
Editor Alban Lloyd-Jones 5243 3704 


Note: All positions except Honorary Hiseman and Editor become vacant at the AGM tonight (April 1st). 


DISCLAIMER 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. 
‘Geelong Naturalist’ may be quoted without permission provided 
that acknowledgement of the club and the author is made. 
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